
And a ―grand reunion‖ it was! Last November 12, the evening before the D/FW Weekend of 

Champions, the ministry held its first ever Grand Reunion at the Cooper Center in Dallas. 

The purpose was twofold: to induct a number of special long-time volunteers into the 

―Champions for Life Hall of Fame;‖ and to recognize and honor a number of people who got 

their start with Bill Glass and went on to form their own prison-related ministries. In addi-

tion, a number of ―old-timers‖ who have not been with us for a while were in attendance. 

Henree Martin, the current CFL Chairman of the Board, served as master of ceremonies for 

the evening. 

 

As explained by Bill, ―I have been 

inducted into a number of Halls of 

Fame through the years, including: 

the College Football, Texas Sports, 

Baylor and the Cleveland Browns. I 

got to thinking; there are so many 

more people that deserve a Hall of 

Fame honor, infinitely more than 

these old jocks. So, we decided to 

establish a Hall of Fame according 

to God‘s value system.‖ 

 

He went on to say, ―In God‘s way of thinking, serving the ‗least‘ in prisons, schools and kids 

at risk should be honored much more than a bunch of old ‗has-beens.‘ God will someday in 

heaven reward those who have chosen the ‗serving the least‘ way of life. So, we estab-

lished the Champions for Life Hall of Fame.‖ 

 

―In the process of putting this reunion celebration together we have discovered many more 

people who should have been honored in both groups of honorees, so this could well be-

come an annual event. We will no doubt miss many of those who have served unselfishly. 

But God will take care of that in heaven.‖ 

 

The CFL Hall of Fame inductees for distinguished service included: Perry and Charlotte 

Bodin, Bill Brashears, Bob Cole, Dick Dunham, Gene and Joe Beverly Ellerbee, Don 

(posthumously) and Barbara Johnson, Lou Korom, Ron Kuntz, Jim and Bonnie Lang, Steve 

and Mary Lu Luce, Bunny and Mary Etta Martin, Jack and Kitten Murphy, Bob 

(posthumously) and Trish Patterson, and 

Emory Wilson. They received a gold cross 

award and will have their pictures placed in 

the Hall of Fame gallery in the CFL office. 

 

Honorees from other ministries who got their 

start with Bill Glass were: Mike Barber (Mike 

Barber Ministries), Clyde Dupin (Clyde Dupin 

Ministries), Frank Graham (Chapel of Hope 

Ministries), Roger Hollar (Mercy Heart), Kent 

Lucas (The Winner‘s Circle), Bunny Martin 

(Reaching America‘s Youth), Jim Williams 

(Jim Williams                  See Reunion, Page 2 
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THE GRAND REUNION 

Event Reports: 
 
Columbia, SC WOC 

March 26-28, 2009 

Teammates: 321 

Decisions: 1,590 

 
Huntsville, TX WOC 

March 5-7, 2009 

Teammates: 549 

Decisions: 2,416 

 
Atlanta, GA DOC 

February 21, 2009 

Teammates: 180 

Decisions: 583 

 
Leakesville,  MS DOC 

January 31, 2009 

Teammates: 78 

Decisions: 392 

 
San Antonio, TX WOC 

January 22-24, 2009 

Teammates: 320 

Decisions: 2,277 

www.billglass.org  

Prison Ministry: 

Igniting Christians by 

taking hope to the      

incarcerated 

 

Champions For Today: 

Helping students make 

positive life changes 

 

Ring Of Champions: 

Faith-based mentoring 

program for at-risk youth 

 

The Quarterly Newsletter of Bill Glass Champions For Life 

Bill leads a prayer of blessing and reconciliation 

Bunny Martin greets CEO Jim Subers 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Tampa, FL DOC 

June 13 

Sign-up by: May 20 

 

Bunker Hill, IN DOC 

June 27 

Sign-up by: June 3 

 

Sheridan/Joliet, IL DOC 

June 27 

Sign-up by: June 3 

 

DFW Youth DOC 

July 11 

Sign-up by: June 17 

 

Columbus, OH WOC 

July 16-18 

Sign-up by: June 24 

 

Amarillo, TX DOC 

August 15 

Sign-up by: July 22 

 

Asheville, NC DOC 

August 22 

Sign-up by: July 29 

 

Miami, FL WOC 

August 27-29 

Sign-up by: August 5 

 

Chicago/Cook County 

WOC 

September 11-13 

Sign-up by: August 19 

Bill Glass Champions For Life  

Ministry), and Jim Wilson (Jim Wilson Ministries). Bill presented each of them with a special 

plaque of recognition. 

 

In addition, J.T. Williams and Pete Redmon were presented special rings to recognize their 

roles in the formation and foundation of this ministry. In introducing them, Henree Martin 

commented, ―When we started talking about this event, we said ‗How did this ministry start, 

and who were the people who helped Bill pull it together?‘… and this is it, J.T. Williams and 

Pete Redmon.‖ 

 

In Romans 13:7 (Living Bible translation) it says to ―give honor and respect to all those to 

whom it is due.‖ On this special night, that certainly came to fruition. For those who would like 

to view photos of the CFL Grand Reunion, it should be noted that a picture album of this 

event, along with a special Coordinator‘s Reception held the next day, is now available on the 

Media section of our website. 

REUNION, CONTôD FROM PAGE 1 

a driven, no nonsense, get-it-done leader who could cut to the chase. Others knew him as a 

kind, tenderhearted gentleman who had a passion for evangelism and a heart for ―the least 

of these.‖ He was both. 

 

As a leader, Dick knew how to get things done efficiently, how to recruit good people, and how 

to effectively delegate. He was a true servant-leader and living example of what Bill Glass 

calls a ―dedicate.‖ And, perhaps no other person has held as many different volunteer posi-

tions with CFL; he‘s done it all. With his commitment to Biblical values, his determination and 

unfailing dedication, he inspired many. 

 

As a person, he had a humble spirit and a love for others that could sometimes be over-

looked. Because of his humility, few are aware of his generosity and personal ministry of 

helps. Over the years he corresponded with hundreds of inmates – ministering, encouraging 

and disciplining. When they got out, he helped many with finding jobs, churches and financial 

assistance. 

 

Unfortunately, Dick‘s decline in health restricted his participation in CFL ministry events, so 

we saw less of him during the past couple years. Even so, that didn‘t stop him from being 

involved when he could. Dick Abernathy, the D/FW General Chairman, relates a story of 

Dunham‘s attendance at a critical Ownership Committee meeting last year. ―Dick insisted on 

attending, even though he had to be wheeled in with a wheelchair. During part of the meet-

ing, he even had to lie on the floor because he couldn‘t sit up; yet he insisted on staying. Now 

that truly personifies the word ‗dedicate‘,‖ said Abernathy, who recognized Dunham‘s partici-

pation at one point as ―a word from the floor.‖ 

 

Dick constantly had evangelism on his mind; he walked the walk and lived this out with his 

life. In a visit to his hospital room shortly before Dunham‘s death, Alan Mann relates how this 

held true even to the end. ―During the visit he mostly slept, but as I announced I was leaving, 

Dick suddenly awoke, sat up in the bed, and said in a loud voice, ‗Go out and spread the Gos-

pel!‘‖ These were perhaps some of his last words on this earth. 

 

Besides his involvement in CFL, Dick served in leadership capacities for a number of other 

ministries and churches over the years. His continual commitment to Christ literally touched 

thousands, if not tens of thousands of lives. We miss you, Dick Dunham; and your reward in 

Heaven is certainly great! 

DICK DUNHAM, CONTôD F R O M  P A G E  3 
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D I C K  D U N H A M ,  1 9 3 3 - 2 0 0 9  Spotlight on 

Emille 

Crawford 
 
 

Born and raised in 

Puerto Rico, Emille has 

always had music in her 

heart and home. By 

nine years old, she was 

recording radio and TV 

jingles and had done a 

few children's albums. 

At the age of 17, she 

traveled internationally 

doing missions through 

music and by the age of 

20 she signed her first 

record deal with Atlantic 

Records. She was part 

of the Latin girl group 

Chica signed under vari-

ous labels for 6 years. 

Now she is happily mar-

ried to her best friend 

Randy Crawford and still 

sings at any opportunity 

she gets. Singing is her 

passion and through 

her music she hopes to 

bring forth a message 

of faith and love that 

Jesus put in her heart at 

a very early age. 

See more at www.billglass.org  

Dick Dunham, a pillar of the Champions for Life prison minis-

try, went to be with our Lord this past February 8 after a long 

illness. Dick contributed immeasurably to CFL, and all of us 

who knew him are richer for it. While we mourn this loss, we 

also rejoice with Dick at his homegoing, knowing that he is 

face to face with his Savior whom he so deeply loved.    

 

For over two decades, Dick served the ministry in many ca-

pacities – as a Teammate, Coordinator, Local Team member, 

D/FW General Chairman, Board of Directors member, and 

special advisor. He was also honored this past November 

with induction into the CFL Hall of Fame. 

 

And, perhaps no one in the history of CFL has personally recruited as many people to be-

come involved. Using methods that ranged from gentle persuasion to outright arm-

twisting, Dick constantly recruited volunteers over the years. ―I can speak to the ‗arm-

twisting‘ part from personal experience,‖ declares Alan Mann; ―without Dick Dunham‘s 

persistence, I probably would have never become involved.‖ Many of you can relate. 

 

A veteran of well over 150 Weekend of Champions and Day of Champions events, Dick 

was a familiar face and integral part of our ministry throughout the country since the very 

early days. His leadership, persistence and adherence to solid principles have helped 

shape the ministry in a number of ways.  Some knew him as       See Dick Dunham, Page 2 

C O L U M B I A ,  S C  2 0 0 9  W O C  



One of the greatest privileges of my life, is the wonderful people that the Lord has allowed me to serve 

with over the past 40 years.  And it is with great joy that we were able to honor some of these men and 

women and their ministries this past November. 
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Perry & Charlotte Bodin 

Bill Brashears 

Bob Cole 

Dick Dunham 

Gene & Joe Beverly Ellerbee 

Don & Barbara Johnson 

Ron Kuntz 

Jim & Bonnie Lang 

Steve & Mary Lu Luce 

Lou Korom 

Bunny & Mary Etta Martin 

Jack & Kitten Murphy 

Bob & Trish Patterson 

Emory Wilson 

Hall of Fame Inductees 

Ministry Honorees 

Kent Lucas—The Winner‘s Circle 

Bunny Martin—Reaching America‘s Youth 

Jim Williams—Jim Williams Ministry 

Jim Wilson—Jim Wilson Ministries  

Mike Barber—Mike Barber Ministries 

Clyde Dupin—Clyde Dupin Ministries 

Frank Graham—Chapel of Hope Ministries 

Roger Hollar—Mercy Heart 
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